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In the absence of any special legislation, the Congolese government is committed to 
promoting the conservation of the Ramsar wetland environment in the context of 
rational use and development, thus ensuring the protection of its flora and fauna. 
 
The six IBAs located in Congo occupy almost 9 % of the land area of the country 
(Dowsett-Lemaire, 2001). They are as follows:  

• The Nouabalé-Ndoki National Park IBA, in the north of the country; 

• The Odzala-Kokoua National Park IBA, located in the north-west; 

• The Conkouati-Douli National Park IBA, on the coast, in the extreme south-west 
of the country; 

• The Léfini Faunal Reserve IBA – Nambouli sector, located in the south-east of 
the country; 

• The Dimonika Biosphere Reserve IBA, in the Mayombe Forest; 

• The Lower-Kouilou Region IBA, in the south of the country, near the mouth of the 
Kouilou River (Fleuve Kouilou). 

 
Three of these IBAs benefit from legal protection in the form of designations as 
national parks, one in the form of a faunal reserve and one in the form of a biosphere 
reserve. As for the Lower-Kouilou region IBA, it is not the subject of any legal 
protection measure. 
 
There are no IBAs in the Study Area, the nearest being that of the Lower-Kouilou 
region, located approximately 30 km away, north-west of the Study Area. This IBA 
comprises mangroves, lakes, papyrus marshlands, savannahs, thickets and flooded 
forests. Several species of birds which are of interest and other little known ones 
have been inventoried there (Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett, 1991), including the 
swallow, Pseudochelidon eurystomina, which is on the IUCN Red List under the 
"insufficient data" category. This species, whose area is restricted to the Congo 
Basin, nests in small numbers on the grassland savannahs of Lower-Kouilou from 
September to November. It is found on the list of avian species shown in 
Appendix L8.5.1. 
 
Finally, species and natural habitats are not directly protected by Congolese law 
pertaining to forest and the environment, but rather through protected areas 
(Emmanuel-Adouki, 2004). In general, Congolese fauna and flora, along with 
ecosystem diversity, are protected under the following legal formats:  

• Three national parks; 

• Four faunal reserves; 
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• One community reserve; 

• One biosphere reserve; 

• One natural reserve; 

• One hunting reserve; 

• One forestry reserve; 

• Two sanctuaries; 

• "Sacred forests", which come under traditional management.  
 
In all, these protected areas cover 11 % of the Congolese territorial area, and none 
of them are in the Project Area (Map 8.2). 
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